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BLUEFIELD STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF GOVERNOR’S MEETING  
Boyd Conference Room, Conley Hall 

4:00 PM, Thursday, May 4, 2023 
 

 
Members Present:  Mr. Charlie Cole (chair), President Robin Capehart, Ms. Cathy Deeb, Dr. Deirdre 
Guyton, Mr. Mike Hastings, Mr. Jack Sheffler, Mr. Shannon Remines, Mr. Darrin Martin – via conference line, 
Mrs. Rebecca Peterson – via conference line  
 
Absent: Mr. Anthony Tolley; Mr. Bill Cole, Mr. Randall Price, Mr. Gabriel Nesmith 
 
Guests:   Brent Benjamin, EVP/General Counsel; Dr. Ted Lewis, Provost; Ronnie Hypes, CFO, Sarita 
Rhonemus, Associate Provost of Academic Affairs; Angie Lambert; Julie Orr, Chancellor Garry Moore 
 
Welcome, Chair’s Remarks, and Call to Order:  Mr. Charlie Cole: 

Chair C. Cole determined that a quorum was established, then he called the meeting to order at 4:00 
PM in the Boyd Conference Room, Conley Hall, Bluefield State College.  He welcomed attendees at the 
meeting. Chair Cole commented on the positive news that evolved around our engineering department.  Their 
robotics were mentioned in the Bluefield Daily Telegraph and on WVVA news broadcast.  
 
Acceptance of Meeting Minutes:  Chair C. Cole received confirmation that Board members had reviewed 
minutes of the Board’s meeting held on Regular Meeting held on February 23, 2023 and Special Meeting held 
on April 6, 2023. Hearing no requests to correct or revise the minutes, the minutes of the February meeting 
and April Special meeting were accepted by assent of the Board.   
 
Board Committee Reports: Chair C. Cole confirmed that Board members had reviewed reports of the most 
recent Board Committee reports.  Hearing no requests to correct or revise the minutes, the minutes of the April 
reports were accepted by assent of the Board.  The Advancement and Student Life committees did not convene 
in the month of April.  
 
Oath of Office: 
Chair C. Cole swore in our new Faculty Representative, Mr. Jack Sheffler. 
 
President’s Report:   

President Capehart presented information covered enrollment plunges across the country; our 2023 
Fall enrollment was up; issues/red flags, quality issues, establishing standards, creating quality, 
accountability, recruiting – high quality.  
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President’s Report continued:   
Housing Update – Mr. Ronnie Hypes and Mr. Brent Benjamin. 

• Planning for Housing Consolidation 

o Foundation will acquire all CHC assets and certain liabilities 

o Foundation involved – using monies set aside specifically for housing  

o Paying off all CHC debt and venders’ arrearages 

▪ Foundation approved and CHC Board approved 

o Aramark contract will be kept with Bluefield State University 

o HEPC and HLC will be asking to approve this plan  

o CHC will not be involved with Bluefield State University – CHC will have to file for a 

dissolution 

o Timing is end of fiscal year – June 2023 

o Heritage Village Green Space work to begin June 2023 

▪ Phase 1 was 70% completed 

▪ All underground was completed 

o 4 East – 35 beds – complete by early July 

o Bluefield University will be approached for any potential overflow 

  
 

Financial & Administrative Affair:  Ronnie Hypes, CFO  
Financials are basically the same as those presented in February.  Flat enrollment being budgeted for 
2023/2024 
 
Enrollment:  
Dr. Lewis presented a brief overview of Enrollment as of 5/4/2023.  Total enrollment up .48%.   
 
Dr. Lewis reviewed the two programs that were required to be reviewed by the Board every five years.  1.  
Bachelor of Applied Science 2. Bachelor of Arts Humanities 
 
Special Orders:  
Chair Cole asked that Housing Ad Hoc Committee be formed.  Chair Cole asked Mr. Shannon Remines to 
chair, Mr. Charlie Cole to be a member and Mr. Remines to assign others to join this committee.  
 
Unfinished Business: (None) 
 
New Business:  

o Approval of Tuition and Fees for FY 2023-2024 
▪ Chair Cole brought forth the motion to accept the proposed Tuition and Fees for FY 2023-

2024 presented by Ronnie Hypes, CFO.  The motion was moved by Mr. Mike Hastings 
and seconded by Mr. Jack Sheffler. All in favor = 8 Nays = 0 The motion carried.   
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New Business: (Continued) 
o Acceptance of Program Reviews 

• Chair Cole brought forth the motion to accept Dr. Lewis’ recommendations on 
each of the following programs.  

1. BS of Applied Science 

a. The motion was moved by Dr. Deirdre Guyton and 

seconded by Mr. Michael Hastings and Mrs. Rebecca 

Peterson All in favor = 8 Nays= 0 The motion carried. 

2. BS of Arts - Humanities 

a. The motion was moved by Dr. Deirdre Guyton and 

seconded by Mr. Jack Sheffler and Ms. Cathy Deeb All in 

favor = 8 Nays= 0 The motion carried. 

3. B.S. Computer Science – 2 new concentrations 

• The motion was moved by Mr. Shannon Remines and 

seconded by Dr. Deirdre Guyton. All in favor = 8 Nays= 0 

The motion carried.  

Announcements: 
 President Capehart announced the June Board meeting – 3 hours of training still required.  Asked 
Chair if he preferred a 2-day retreat or a 1-day session.  One day session agreed upon.  Jeanne Moricle - 
Secretary to the Board to contact Fincastle and schedule the training luncheon and the regular Board of 
Governors meeting scheduled for June 22nd. 

 
Comments:   

Board Members:   
  

Public Comments:  
 

Executive Session: (None) 
 
Vice-Chair Remines made a motion to adjourn the Board meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hastings.  
The motion carried.   Meeting was adjourned at 5:23 PM 

  
The next regularly scheduled BSU Board of Governors meeting will take place on Thursday, June 22nd at 4 PM.  
 


