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Date: Thursday, June 8, 2023 
Time: 3:00 p.m. 
Location: Boyd Conference Room 
 
Committee Members: 
Cathy Deeb 
Darrin Martin  

Randall Price 
Anthony Tolley—absent 

Gabriel Nesmith—absent 

 
Guests: 
Ron Shidemantle, Dean of Students 
Rebekah Hatch, Career Services Director 

Robin Capehart, President 
Lauren Crews, Administrative Assistant 

1. Call to Order 
• 3:05PM by Chairwoman Cathy Deeb 

 
Ms. Deeb opened the meeting for President Capehart to give a special report.  
 
2. President Capehart  

• Reported on retention concerns in higher education across the nation and the impact of 
relationships with our students. He has a vision for better relationships between students 
and faculty/staff/coaches, etc. Mentorships for each of the four schools was a recurring 
theme—in general, a philosophical change must take place so that students feel like they are 
connected to the school by a strong relationship.  
 

3. Ron Shidemantle, Dean of Students 
• Presented “Student Success Team” plan and goals for 2023-2024 for Student Life (Reference 

the attached agenda and graphic organizer for detailed information) 
• Congratulated Rebekah Hatch on successful career fair—34th Annual fair with 91 employers 

 
4. Rebekah Hatch, Career Services Director  

• Presented “Handshake” app available to BSU students (Reference the attachments for 
detailed information)  

• Planning to have “mini” career-focused fairs targeting each of our schools 
 
**Darrin Martin mentioned that Raleigh County Schools would like to partner with Bluefield State for 
the “Grow Your Own” program**  

 
5. Ron Shidemantle, Dean of Students 

• Shared BSU Freshman Orientation Packet and GRIT Scale 
• Reported Fall Class 2023 new freshmen enrollment is 292 students 

**Darrin Martin expressed great support for the Orientation Packet and GRIT Scale – Randy Price and 
Cathy Deeb agreed that it is all well-appointed** 
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6. Committee Concerns and Comments 
• Randall Price inquired about housing; Dean Shidemantle plans to address housing committee 

on June 15, 2023 
• Cathy Deeb and Randy Price each expressed that they are interested and highly concerned 

about student housing and transportation. 
i. Darrin Martin suggested work-study for upperclassmen to provide transit 

between MEC and main Bluefield Campus; 
ii. Randy Price offered multiple suggestions on how to compensate student workers.  

 
Chairwoman Cathy Deeb adjourned the meeting at 4:13 PM. 
 

/ Lauren Crews 
Administrative Assistant, Office of the President 
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